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ELN AND LIMS IN ONE ENTERPRISE LABORATORY PLATFORM

Nick Townsend
LabWare Ltd, Altrincham, UK

Email: Townsend@LabWare.com
Laboratory Information Management Systems (LIMS) have been considered valuable software tools for laboratories since the early 1980’s.   Over the years, LIMS have developed from rudimentary sample and test tracking systems to become complex applications capable of automating almost every aspect of analytical work and laboratory management.   Some LIMS are also extending beyond the traditional boundaries of LIMS providing modules for managing documents, commercial activities, clinical trials, biobanking and other applications.   
In the last decade, a new type of laboratory automation tool has emerged – the Electronic Laboratory Notebook (ELN).   ELN pioneers coined the term “ELN” when searching for a software solution to manage increasing volumes of unstructured data (graphs, chemical structures, drawings, spectra, tables etc.) and to protect Intellectual Property (IP) of research organisations.   Traditional LIMS solutions were considered to be too rigid to adapt to the “experiment” driven needs of (early) research and discovery and often rejected as a tool more suitable for later stage R&D and Manufacturing.     As result, research work was largely paper based, or managed in a loose collection of software solutions such as spreadsheets, document processing and drawing packages, custom built applications and instrument data systems. 

LabWare, a leading, global LIMS supplier, has been monitoring ELN developments for a number of years and has recently developed an ELN application for its LIMS product suite.   
This presentation will explore the benefits and advantages of using a single, integrated laboratory software platform to implement LIMS and ELN, as an alternative to purchasing separate products. 
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